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For the M agtſtrates and Minfeers. 
of theCity. of Danrzick” '' - + + 


N Account being brought to us here in 
. England, of * Cruel Sufterings that 
ſome of our Friends in the: City of Dart- 
zick have undergone, by, you the Ma- 
: ' giſtrates thereof ; and particularly two 
of our Friends you keep in Cloſe-Priſon for the ; 
Truths ſake , to whom you will not admit of any to F 
| ſpeak : No not their .own: Wives, - without a Certi- 4 
| - fant from the Chiet Magiſtrate, (and that's but ſel- 


dom,) And moreover you Magiſtrates, (tis ſaid) do 
very much. threaten our Friends there to -be more | 
Severely dealt with by you then ever hitherto ,. al- p- 
thaugh- you are pleaſcd to give liberty to Miniſts, 4 
Papilts, Calveniſts, Lutherans and other Sets amongſt 


CCC 
- 


you-... Now we not_ hearing of any. evil thing, theſe 
People and Friends of ours, : called Quakers has done, 4 
or any Law of God or jult Law of Man, that they 4 


have Tranſgreſſed amongſt you. | 

For were they Drunkards, Swearers, Fornicators, or 
Thieves,or Murderers or Perjur'd-Perſons,Man-ſlayers, 
or. the like ; againſt ſuch AGions. and ; A@ors , the 


Law1s good in its place , andit was made for ſuch. _. | 
.. Butof JI your Panilhings, Jmpriſbnings, Perecyr 2 
mgs of -them,\ we: can hear. ofi none theſe. Crivies 
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Cheiſfian Liberty Commended, 
charged againſt them : But only of Matters concerning 
their God, and upon a Religious account. And was 
not this the Caſe of Dazxiel ? as you may ſee in Das. 
the 6th, Chap. and the 5th. ver. And the ſaying of his 
Perſecutors, who ſaid. Je ſhall not find any occaſion 
againſt this Daniel , _ we find it againſt him con- 
cerning the Law of his Go os OTHER 

Now do you find any thing againſt thoſe PoorPeo- 
ple in the City,(called gxakers)that you take occaſion 
againſt them : Brut concerning the Law of their God, 
in obeying and ſerving. of him with their whole Hearts 
and Souls as they ought to do, and as the Apoſtle ex- 
horts #nto, to Olorify God with their Souls, Bodies and 
Spirits, which are the Lords. wo 

Now as we underſtand , that you Magiſtrates go 
under"that Noble and Great Name of Chriſtian Ma- 
piſtrats, and it's the higheſt Title to-be called after 
the Heavenly mans Name ; whoſe Name is above every 
Name, and' that you profeſs him to be your Lord 
and Maſter, who gives you no command that you 
ſhould Priſon and Perſecute 3 $«ch as he has dyed for, 
and bought with his Blood. Nay your Enemies you 
ſhould not Perſecute, for your Lord and Maſter 
commands yqu , To love Enemies: Nay he commands 
you if they were Tares to let then grow till the Harveſt, 
and not to pluck them up, For he will ſend his Angels 
to do that ; ſo that it is the work of his Angels 3 and 
he ſtopt them that would have been plucking up the 
Tares, Leaſt they ſhould pluck, up the Wheat alſe, as 
you may ſtein Matt 13. 25, 30. and 14.23. and 31. 
Whereas you may ſee Chriſts own words concern- 
ing the Taresto his Servants, who ſaid : 17/1 you that 
we go 4nd gather up the Tares ,' and he ſaid, nay, leaſt 
while you gather np the Tares you root up alſo the m_ 
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| and Perſecution 'Condemned, 3 
with them , but let both grow until the Harveſt. The 
Harveſt is the end ofthe World, and the Reapers are the 
Angels. . | 
ok conſider and ſee, you have no allowance here 

to Perſecute, no not to meddle here with the Tares:Al- 
_ though they were a falſe Religion. And read likewiſe 

Mat. 18. Concerning the Mercileſs Servant, that the 
Lord had forgiven his Debt unto : Fhe took his Fellow 
Servant by the Throate , and caft him into Priſon, till he 
Payed the Debt: This grieved the Fellow Servants , to 
ſee the Cruelty of their Fellow Servantz. Whom the 
Lord had forgiven his Debt , and yet he would not for- 
give his Fellow Servants Debt. 

Now hear wad "or ugary of the Lord that had for- 
given the Debt of this wicked and Cruel Servant, 
that would not forgive his Fellow-Servants Debt. 
Oh | thouwicked Servant (lays the Lord ) T forgave thee 
all thy Debt becauſe thou defiredſt me ; ſhouldſt not 
thou alſo have had Compaſſion on thy Fellow-Servant, 


even as Thad onthee. 


So the Lord was Wroth with him, and Delivered 
him up to the Tormentors &c. So Likewiſe ſeith Chriſt, 
will my heavenly Father do alſounto you, if you from your 
hearts forgive not every man his Brother their Treſ- 

aſs. 
: _— therefore conſider and take this to Heart, I 
was in Priſon and you s j- me not, ſaith Chriſt , and 
Thirſty, and Hungry, and a Stranger, QC, 

Soifthey went into everlaſting Puniſhment, - that 
did not viſit Chriſt in his Membersin Priſon, what 
will become of you in the day of Judgment ? which 
Caſtsinto Priſon for his. Truths ſake 3 although they 
be your Fellow-Servants , all profefiing one Lord 
and Maſter , Jeſus Chriſt who has bought you wa 
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*4 Chefan 2 Liberty Commended, 

tis Blood:> ant offered uphimſelf for YOu, 5% A\\vi8 
© Chriſt” Corlranhds' ye: ſhould. Love one andther3" ye. 

; and Love Enemies $ of e you do not exceed the Phiri 

© 

F - Now theſe ate Commands of Chriſt, and they 

tha do obey Hts, Commands ;-'\Do love 0he another > 

{ A Mark vfthet true Diſciples of Chriſt)! Hd Loves 

Free nries alſo." A. - ON 

\ Andin-AZat.'24- 49, 49. There y0u may "ſox the Gool 
Servant of Chriſt > and 'the Evil Servant was he that 
ſrites his F oHow-Servant, and Exte and Drank, with 
Drunkards, Sc. - > 

But the Lord ſaid , he wolf come upon fiieb Servants 
ere they were aware , and, cut them aſſunder, and ap- 
poirt them a Portion with Hypocrites , where Jhould be 
Weeping ind Gnaſhing of Teeth. 

Now [ defire that you'may conſider theſe Sayings 
of the Lotd and Maſter, for don't you profeſs. your 
ſelves Servants of Chriſt, andare not you them'that 
have taken your Fellow Servants by the Throat, and 
caſt them into Priſon 2: And are not you of them that 
ſite your Fellow Servants? And are not you'of them 
that would be Ptucking up the' Tares? as you judge 
or conceive; but are -not” you forbidden by Your 
Lord and Maſter, if you own. him ſo? . 

*- And doth 'not he tell you, the Portion of ſach 
Servants that are found in fichworks aforementioned, 
and ſee if you be found in ſuch works : 2 then i pray 
conlider their end. 3s 

Now do yor fear the fubverfi on of your Church 
by thoſe few Servants of the Lotd, that you caft in 

Priſhn, and Ka Teen > 'ffyotit Sts be'the' true 
Chiarch of Chriſt,” whic ch Hells the” Head be" '©hri 
hark —_— and"fad.? f inhic; Orgy the' it 
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a0 arſecuton Cariettin: b) 
and Gronnd of: Truth. ). the Gattiiof Hel Jhel mot or” 
' wail againit. 7t, Mat.:16,.18. 

m And Chriſt faith, let the Zotodbive til tbe Haroeft, 

F and the Apoſtle ſaith, What is not of Faith, is Sin, or 
Christ is the Author r of that Faith, and finiſher thereof 3 
and every Mar ſhould ſtand or fall t# his own Maſter. 
And doth not the Apoltle ſay? we havenot Power over 
your Faith : And why cannot'you let.them ſtand" or 
fall to. their own Maſter, but Priſbn, and Perſecute, 
and Baniſh them ; would you be Maſters over their 
Faith 2 Would you lead thgm into thoſe things which 
they have not Faith in ? and {d into fin. - 

 Doth not: the Magiſtrates and Prieſts of Dantzith 
want a. Gamaliel amongſt them; . for when they raiſed 
up Perſecution againſt the: Apoſtles, 'as you may ſee 
in the Ads, Ther ſtood np a Conncellor,named Gamahel, E 
; 4. Door of the Law, and a-Man bad in Reputation "2 
among all the People, and he commanded toput the apb> I 
tles-forth for a ſpace, ' and m14de & ſpeech amongit theme. 
Now T ſay unto you (faith he ) refrain from theſe 
Men, and let them alone; for if thig Conncell or Work, 
he of Uen, it will come to nought;, "but if it be of God; 
you cannot overthrow it; lea5t happily you be found. fo - 
fight againſt. God, - and to him they all agreed,” &%::' p 
Yea, the High-Priefts and all were ſubje&:ta: this 
| Councell, for the Prieſts had ſtill a hand. with-the Ma-+ 
giſtrates in Perſecution, and I fear. they: haye a hand I 
too much in your City,: in the. Derſecution _ thoſe +2 
Poor People called Quakers. - /\- +, +: | 
Now this Gamalie/may ſhame. yon; for he itn no 
Chriſtian 3 þut you profeſs your ſelves Ghtiſtians'z! for 
People oughtto haye Liberty an: Chriſt: Fefatr, and iv 
the Wy "ty power of; Gock 117 ob 36d < 4 
- , And now, had Yourpt better allto agree; Frick - 
1 - 


6 Chaifffare Liberty Commetided, 
Prieſts alſb, a$they did then; t6 Grmmz/iel's Cotmcel, 
and let them alone, '7f the Work be of Men it will cone 
tdnovght 3 VIutt if of God 3t will land ; teal? you be fond - 
fighters agaitrit Cod a 

And doth not Chritt ſay to $2], when he was going 
with ns Packet of Lztters in Commiſſion from the 
Chief Priefts to:perſecure the Saints, ' Sar, Saul, why 
—_— thou we # $0 he was Perſecuting Chriſt in 
his Memvers, and he ſaid unto him, 7t was hard for 
him to kick, againi# the Procks. | 

And now conſider, arenot you pricktin your Con- 
ſciences ? for .Perſteurms thoſe Members of Chriſt; 
and don't you kick againſt that which Pricks you? the 
Spittt of God in your hearts, which if you obeyed 
nt; 'the fruits of it would be Love, &c, | 
Where + the fruit of Love in you ? '( if they were 
Enemses:) to overcome them with it 2 Where is your 
—_—_ and forbearance 2 Whete is yortt Lotig- 
ſaffering and GentleneG? and Meeknels, Learning 
of Chriſt? To feparate Hugband from Wife, and 
ene Chriſtianto cat another in Priſon : Oh tell trot 
thus imongR'the' Jews, Turks , and Heathens.; for 
it is a Diftomour to Chriſtianity ? * | 
And Chiiſtſaithin The 9. 35, 36. when James and. 
Jobs, which were Diſciples 'of Chriſt (aid, Lord wilt 
#hbk Cormund thit Fire come down from Heaven and 
Conflume then, that would not receive hints even as 
Elias did, 2 Kines 10. But Chrift be rebukgd them, and 
ſaid, you know not what manity 'of Spirit jolt are of'3 
for the'S0z: of Mut is not come to defrby Mens lives, 
but tofave hens. rh $6 0 

. Now do you know what nianner of Spitit you are 
of > that do Impriſon, Buitiſh,' kid Perfecnte. . For 
thckDifciptes would- hive had i done by Taye: 
E713 ; an 
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| and ]Perſectetion Condennes.-— — >» 

| and command of Chriſt , but you Perſecute by your 

; own Wills and Orders; and ſv caſt in Prifan from their 

1 Relations, Wives and Children, and Banifh them ; is 

not this to deſtroy mens Lives. And not in the mirid 
Chriſt to ſave them, though contrary mmded: You 

how Chriſt Rebuked his Diſciples, who would have 

had them Confumed that would not receive him: 

Now ſet the Caſe that theſe would not receive your 

Worſhip, and your way : Will you therefore Seftroy 

them by Prifoning and Baniſhing of them ? 4»d 7s 

zot this ſmiting your Fellow ſervants + Take heed leaſt 
the Lord come fuddenly upon 'you. _ on 

And does not Solomen the Wiſe King fay; He that 

hath not rule over his own Spirit, is like a City that is 

broken down and withont Walls, Prov. 25.28. © 

So I deſire that you had rule over your own Spirits, 

- | then would you not Perſecute'and Banith,and Impri- 

ſon the Members of Chriſt ,and your Fellow Servants. 

But you may ſay, they willnot bow nor conform 

to your Worſhip, and therefore you are Angry and 

Wrath againft them,ſo was.Nebarhadzedzer a ai the 

Children , as you may ſee in Day; 3: Bar ſhould 

| fhew forth a Chriſtiah Spirit ; for never: did Chriſt, 

or the Apoſtles give any Command that. any. ſhould 

« be Impriſoned , or Bamſhed , or Perſecuted ;z but on 

| the.contrary forbad ſuch ,z@nd told his Diſtiples how, 


they ſhould ſuffer , and {ſi be Perſecuted: R., 
Mark, Godhy in Chriſt Jeſs , then Judge your felogs, 
who is it that makes to' ſuffer and Perſeepte ;, they are 
20t in Chriſt Jeſus , nor Godly, gn xc 
And he that is born of the Fleft, will Perſeente bime 
pe WPI Spnn OS uo og 
" And therefore confider' what Birth you*:ate* of : 
for it is not what men Profeſs ; bur whe irth chiey* : 
| B 2 3s are : 


2re of, bornf vos) ri or borafiem: Below-:; For 
You read: i in the;Scriptures,. That it,was the Beaſt ond 
the Whore, that. compelled all to Wor ſhip both Small.and 
Great: And it was wr Jews that , were the Perſecu- 
ors cf Chriſt, and, the Apoſtles, and. the; Heathen; 
f [0 ng. 01d. rue” Chriſtians Perſecute one another, 
neither AVCye Example nor. Command, from; Jeſus 
of ſo doing. 

Now if you caſt. them: out of your. Church, (fo cal- 
led vr ts ſt;ange- you. won't let them have liberty to- 
Megtn, their own Houſtss for: God let Adam have 
liberty in the Earth though he had not in. Paradiee, 
23 Jou may ce inGer. / 

nd Abraham et Iſhmael and Ha have liberty 
inthe Wilderneſs ,, and gavetthem Bread, and their 
Bottl, > © Ao EN You, may ſee in.Gez. "21, T Re 

queſt 108. whether .,you have Yern {0 
Kiba: to Ld hls Impriſoninyour City, :,._ - - 
And had not t Abraham liberty to ſerve God i in Abi- 
Rlechs Country, as you. may ſee in Ger. , 
1d Ikewiſc,, pany not Aſaac Liberty-to; ſemeGod 
a] 


a o? © Foo =55 
ow it” 's gal that theſe Poor Servants: of God 
and Chriſt, ſhallnot have kberty. under your Power. 
and d Jritdion) in their own Native.Country. 

But it May. be you :may ſay they: won!t, put- off. 
x2 ats to,us:. And aoMin an Thee to us, and 
Won't bow to. you. 

So you may make ktireas a great 8" as- 
Haman and the Kings Servants did. For the. King | 
had. Copmandedl ed. his Servants, ta. Reverence Hamas : 
Bt Mordecai bowed * zot, nor did him : Reverence:, ſo. 

Servants, . which. were, in the- Kings (Gate, 
Shel Moi Ecal fate, WR: him why, he trauigrefſed the 3 
She 
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and Perfe2netun Ciuvitiaiſ 9 


Kings Commandment.” Now they". ſpaks Baily unto, 
Mordecai. «id they: te[d:Hamon, th the - Kari wohew 
he harkned not unto thenr, So here wereithe Informers. 
- And when Hamon ſaw that. Mordecai- bowed. mot; 
ore did. him Reverente ; he was: fullof Wrath\z' ant be 
thought' ſcorn to lay hands on:Mordecar- alone. 5 \but” 'be 
ſought to deſtroy all the Fews, Ke. 

And therefore Hamon turned Informer to King 
Ahaſſwerns, and ſaid, That there;was a certain People 
diſperſed in all his Provinces, and #heir Laws were divers 
from all the Kings Pebple., and hog id. Hot _—_ the 
Kings Laws,&C. 

And now here you may inks ſee that theſe Peo- 
ple had their Liberty-, though: their Laws were di 
vers from the people of the. Country they. hved-:in, 
and though: they. had  not:kept the. Kings: Laws in 
matter of their Worſhip: And Aardeca; had diſobtyed 
the Kings\command in not Bowing : to :Hamor ,.: yet 
theſe people had: their [Liberty ftilÞ- TH the Kings 
Servants and Hamoninformed "the King againſt theny 
'But Mark Hamons end, for'this was matter of Confei- 
ence/ towards God.that Mordecai did not bow-to hifi; 
-and ſoit wasa matter of Conſcience, that the three 
'Children of 7/rae/did not bow unto their Image 3 and 
1t wasa matter of Conſcience that. Dariel diſobeyed 
the Necree of the King Darius, in ro as he uſed 
to do... ; © 7 Tis 
| Andnow conſider. if his Hab bas: an: rofence- to You, 
and their not bowing,  and:Reverencing. your:Chrift 
tells zou how can yorrbel;cyeithat ſerk Honour one of | ano- 

ther}, and. ſeek, rr Honoiar that: donde 4 
only, Johns. 44. 415 9fi:) 
-- And when: hn rhitbe Children! were caſt into die 


Fiery-Furnace by Nebucharnnedzers cQmmand'; for:not 
24 7 War - 
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Woarſbiping the Toage he had (et. up: He him(clf 
was notoffended for their not 'Reverencing or Bow- 
ingdown, ot putting off their Hats to his Perſon, 
but becauſe they would not bow ta his Image, which 
was contrary to the Law of God, Ard it's. ſaid they 
were caſt into the Fiery-Farnace., with their Coats , aud 
Hoſe, and Hats on them. _ | | | 

Now this Nebuchedwedzer was a Heathen, and yer 
was not offended. at their keeping on their Hats, who 
knew not the Kizgdowe of the moſt High Ruling in Mer, 
and I wiſh that you: did, that God might haye his 
due, and C2ſar his due. | 

- Forif the Kingdom of the moſt High Rules in men, 
and Chriſt dwells in the hearts of his by faith , he 
who ts the head of the Church, is to-order men con- 
cerning Faith, Worfhip and Religion, by his Power, 
and by his Spirit, for if you will be the Husband- 
men, to order men concerning Faith , Religion and 
Worſhip , as the Jews were,and did beat, Stone and 
Kill the Lords Meſſengers, that came to Jook for 
Fruits, and at laſt ſlew the Heir: I'pray you read that 
Parable wherein the Jews Judged themſelves, which 
is very ſuitable for Chriſtians in theſe Ages, ſince 
the Apoſtles days. How has the Lords ſervants been 
Beat, Stoned, Impriſoned., and put to Death , that 
Chriſt hath ſent amongſt them to look for fruits. 

But where did any 1nall their Courts, either Jews 
or Gentiles, Command any to put off their Hats when 
they came before them, or Turks 2 Nay, do not the 
Txrks Laugh at the Chriſtians, and ſay they ſpend a 
-great. dealof their time:n' ſhewing their bare heads 
to one another - Chriſtians ſhould. be .of a more 
Noble Spirit who Bear ſo Noble aname, and eſpeci- 
ally to them that keep on. their Hars on a Religious 

-ACEOUNt. For 
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- nd Perſecution Condetnmed:-— re 


For the honour and- eſteem to Magiſtrates, does 
not lic in Hats, but in their Qbedience to all the Juſt 
Laws which are according to Gods Law, .and Cults | 


command, for Chriſt and the Apoſtles Commanded 
no ſuch thing, that his Embaſladors and Meſſengers 
that he ſentforth unto all Nations ſhould put off their 
Hats to the Magiſtrates, or to the Jewiſh Prieſts, or 
Heathens where they came. 

But hereproved tt Phariſees for their Ambition, 
as you may ſee in Mat. 23. Again 1 ſend unts you Pro» 
phets, ſaithChriſt, and Wiſe men, and Scribes, and ſome 
of them you ſhall Kill, and Crucify 5 and ſome of thems 
you ſhall Sconrge ## your Synagogues, aud Perſecute frou 
City to City ,, that npon you may come all the Righteous 
Blood jhe, upor the Ka Earth from the Blood of Righteous 


Abe], &c. 
Now you may conſider, theſe were great Pro- 


feſfors that had their Synagogues, and had their 


Priefts, that Chriſt aid he would ſend | his Lambs- 


amongſt, and with their A505 ſhould be againſt 
them. But his command was to his 5 , That they ſhould 
pray for them, that did. perſecute them , _ Dye . 
pitefully uſe them, &Cc. 

And therefore take heed and Repent., leaſt. you 
be the ſhcceders of this Bloody Generation : Fordoes: 
wot Chriſt ſty it was better - a Milſtone was hanged about 
their Necks and caſt into the Sea, then that they ſhould 
—_ one of the. leaſt of theſe: little ones that belingy: In 


"Aha: did not the Heathen Romans ſhew more kind- | 
neſs tothe Apoſtle Pal,” then the Profeiiing Jews ho ; 
tet tris hire a Houſe, and dwell two: whole gears in his 
own hired Houſe, und received ll that came wnto ian, . 
Preaching he Kingdons \of God; 4nd tearhing a 
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things which ooncerned the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , ' and ns 
one forbad him, AQts 30.31.  anE2 bo5 
_ Now doth not the practice: of the Heathen here 
condemn you (called Chriſtians ): who Caſtin Priſon 
and Baniſh , 2nd won't ſuffer the Wives to come to 
their Husbands in Priſon, - without a Ticket from the 
Magiſtrate: will not the Heathen Remans here riſe up 
'in Judgement againſt you ,: therefore conſider in the 
Gentle wiſdom, and the true Underſtanding, and be 
not of that Ignoble' Birth that doth Perſecute, ome 
you'arecommanded to the contrary , both by Chril 
and His Apoſtles: It's ſtrange that People may not 
meet together to Worſhip God, and to Pray to God, 
and to Praiſe God ; when Chriſt encourageth, Where 
, two* oy. three are gathered together in his Name he 
will bein the midſt them , to encourage them, for 
he knew the gathering together of the Perſecuting 
Jews and Gentiles; which 'had gatherings enough, 
| butnot in Chriſts Name : And you never, Read of 
any that were'gathered in his Name that did Per- 
ſecute any, for the Apoſtles ſaid, Their Weapons were 
Spiritual, and-they were made Able Miniſters of the 
Spirit, 6: of | | 
So if the Miniſters of your City and Country, 
were Miniſters of the Spirit , and their Weapons 
were Spiritual , they would be aſhamed that any 
ſhould be Banjſht or caſt into Goal upon the account 
of Religion. | | 

| But they with the Spirit would convince them, 
and'ſtop the Mouths of Gain-ſayers if they were ſuch, 
but there hath been an Apoſtacy ſince the days of 
the Apoſtles, from that life 3 power, ; and Spirit the 
Apoſtles were in *And from that Grace and F aith, and 
Truth that comes by Jeſus Chriſt; and which'he is the Au- 
hoF of. "ct 
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and }erſecutfon Tondemned, - 12 
And an Apoſtacy from that holy Converſation ;' and 
pure walking as the Apoſtles and Church lived and 
walked in , in their days, and * now People are 
turning again towards the Lord, and coming to 
ſerve himin the new life : And fear God.- and worſhip 
bim, and {give glory unto him, the Nations beginjto 
be angry. : 
_- For when Chriſt was Born, there was an uproar in 
—_ : yea, it troubled Herod and the Jews, 
Scribes, Phariſees,and High-Prieſts , ſo the everlaſting 
Goſpel that Chriſt ſent forth his Diſciples to Preach 
in all Nations: For he had taſted death for every man, 
and was an offering for the ſins of the whole World, and 
he enlightens every man that comes into the World ; and 
the Grace of God which brings Salvation , hath appeared 
unto all men. | | 
:.>So the 'Apoltles Preaching the. Goſpel1n all. Nati- 
ons., them that. were of other. Religions and Wor- 
ſhips, were offendedat them. io | 
- $0 nowas I ſaid before, there hath been an Apo- 
ſtacy ſince the Apoſtles dayes, from the Light, Faith, 
Spirit and Power, and Grace of God, and Chriſt that 
the Apoſtles and true Church was in. | 
"And now the everlaſting Goſpel is Preacht again; 
that people ſhould believe in the Light, and come 
to walk in the Spirit ; they have Grieved and Vexed, 
and, Quenched : Ard corre to the Grace that they have 
turned into Wantonneſs,and walk't Deſpitefully againſt 
the: Spwit of Grace', which Grace would teach them, 
and bring their Salvation, and come to Worſhip the 
Everlaſting God in the Spirit, and: jn the Truth as 
Chriſt Commanded and Taught., above Sixteen 
Hundred Years lince. 20.35 1-00 230] 
>} C And 


14 ChiiſtianLiverty Commended, 
' And now many ſtop their Eares, - and 'cloſe their 
Eyes, like the Profefling Jews then 3 hoſe Hearts 
are Groſe, and Ears Dull of Hearing, And ſuch now 
Perfecute and Imprifon them that be in the- life of 
Chriſt Jeſus: So: as the Jews did Perſecute Chriſt in 
the fleſh , the Chriſtians ſo called, Perſecute hintin 
his light, life, and Spirit, in his Members. | 

Oh therefore be awakened, . a Great and mighty 
day of the Lord is coming, and it will tind out all that 
do wickedly , and therefore Repent and turn to him, 
and white it is day hear his Voice} Harden not your 
hearts againſt God and Chriſt, and his People, leaſt 
you be like Pharaoh 5 who Hardned his heart againſt 
Gods People, at their coming out of outward Eg ypt : 
Which it's feared too many doe now againſt Gods 
People who are coming out of Spiritual, Eg ype and 
Sodom, who would keep them there in Egypts life of 
Darkneſs, and Sodexes life of Uncleanneſs, pleading 
for Sin and ImperfeRion as long as they live. 

But mark the end of Pharaoh and his Egyptians, 
and what will become think you of the Spiritual 
Egyptians, and Sedomites: Where. our Lord and $evi- 
arr is Crucified, though he was Crucified alſa without the 
Gates of Jeruſalem; and ſee whether all your Prieſts 
can interpret this, and read your ſelves. 

Butif you ſay that theſe People Called Quanens, 
fay Thee and Thou to you, and won't reſpect Per- 
{ons. 

Do not you know thatit is the proper Language, 
and the Language of all the Holy men of God , and 
according to all your Teaching Books to. ſay, 
thou to a ſingular, and you to a Plural. Chae 
And does not James ſay, My Brethren, ſpeaking 
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and Perſecutfon Condemned. 15 
to the Church in his General Epiſtle: ay Brethrer 
have not the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord of 
Glory with reſpeit of perſons, Jam. 2. 1. 

So let none be Perſecuted for that which is matter 
of Faith, and a good Conſcience, which Faith Chriſtis 
the Author of. | 

And as for your Cruel Threatnings of theſe Poor. 
harmleſs People , which you have Impriſbned, and 
the reſt, what you will do to them, take heed do tot 

doſo ; you may ſcein the Hebrews 17. what a Cloud 
of Witneſſes, and ſufferers there were, and what 
Cruel things they underwent by their Perſecutors, 
and what became of their Perſecutors : And conſider 
Moſes, who choſe rather to ſuſſer Affliions with the Peo- 
ple of God ,, then to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, 
eſteeming the Reproaches of Chriſt to be greater Riches, 
them the Treaſures in Fg ypt : And you may ſee what 
goou deſires was In this meek man 3 when he wiſht 
all the Lords People were Prophets, and the Lords Peo- 
ple are both men and women, and this he ſaid to 
{iop the Informers: Who ſaid , There were forte Pro- 
pkecying inthe Camp, and would have had them for- 
bidden, Would all the Lords People were Prophets. 
And ſo ſay T, would all the People in Dantzick, and all 
the Country thereabout, were Prophets. 

 ForI muſt tell you, The Lord hath Powred out his 
Spirit upon all fleſh , that his Sons and Daughters, 
Hand-Maids and Servants, Old men and Toung men 3 
every one {hall have ſomthing to Praiſe the Lord 
with, from the Lord. 

And I muſt tell you that our Principle of Truth 
does not lead us to Rebel againſt Magiſtratesz but 
it leads from {m and evil, and to Mortify {in _ 
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- 16 Chiſffan Liberty Commended, 

evil ; Forby theſpirit'we are Baptized, and Circum-' 
ciſed and lead into the Truth , and from all fin and. 
evil, which the Magiſtrate is to Puniſh, and his 
Sword is to be turned againſt , ſo our Principal is 
an eaſe to Magiſtrate, and in which ſpirit of God, 
(the Manifeſtation of which is given.to every one to 
Profit withall ) and in this Spirit we do Profit in the 
things of God ,, and by which Spirit we do know 
the things of God , which are freely given to us of 
God 3 - which we ſpeak freely to others. 

And ſo my deſire is, that you all might live, and 
walk in the ſame Spirit of God, that init you may 
Profit in Gods things, And bring forth 60. and 
TOu. fold.in this life-time, and that: in the World to 
come you might have life everlaſting. 

From: him: who is. a; lover of your Souls, and your 
eterna];good., and 'defires .you would lay away all 
Perſecution ; and give over afflicting Gods Peo- 
ple, and let your Priſon doors open, that the Pri- 
ſoners may go free , and that they may have their 
Liberty, to -meet' together to Worſhip and ſerve 
God in his Spirit, {and Truth freely, as Chriſt com- 
 manded, for what is all your Religion good for? 
. Tf you have not love, if you have the Tongues of Men 
and Angels ; and if you have Gifts and Propheſies, and 
anderſtind Miſteries , and all Knowledge, and could 
remove Monntains 4 all this is nothing but like a ſound- 
ing Braſs, or Tinckling Cymball, if you kauc not love 
.and Charity , for Charityis not puft up, doth not Envy, 
7s not eafily- provoked, ſeeks not her own, but bears all 
things , and hopes all things , and rejoyceth not in Ini- 
quity, but in Truth. 
+, ThereforrelT defire you' to: read this non 
Þes 2 | EG. lan- 
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| and Perſecution Condeinned. | 
ſan-Leſſion of the Apoſtles; and Practice it ; that 
you maylee where this Love and Charity is want- 
ing , all their Religion and Profeſſion is no- 
thing, ec, 5545 0 bp 

And fo IT deſire you that are the Magiſtrates of 
Dantzick, that you will be pleaſed to read this in 
your ' Aſſembly , and that your Prieſts may hay a 
Coppy, and read it. amongſt their. Congregati- 
ons: From him who deſires that Grace and Truth may 
be Multiplyed amonſt you, and the decreaſe of Wrath, 
Envy and Perſecution ; for Caiz was the firſt Perſe- 
cutor upon the Earth about Religion:,- and*.God 
had no- reſpe& to that Perſecutors Sacrifice, neither 
hath he now; but to faithful 4bels: And who 
are of that Faith, which Faith works by” Love: 
by which Faith, ( Which is the Gift of ' God ) the 
Chriſtians now have acceſs to God;,,/witk;their Spis 
ritual Sacrifices. 1 1 35; 2: herraly =4 
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; Poſtcript. 


| the 22. Ye ſhall be hated of all men 
or my Names ſake, now we the true fol- 
lowers of Gbrift ſee his Words are fulfilled, and 
in Mat. 24. 9. Te may ſee the ſame, and in 
Jlaiah, the 66th. andthe 5th. Hear the word 
of the Lord , ye that Tremble at his Word, 
your Brethren that bate you, that Caſt you 
out for my Names fake, {aid, let the Lord 
be Glorifted ; but he ſhall appear to your 
Joy, and they ſhall be aſhamed: And fo 


A's Chrift faith in the 16th of Mat. and 


conſider , if you be not in tbe ſame Steps , that 


hate ſuch , that Tremble at Gods Word, and 
Caft them out and Priſon them ; take beed 
leaft the Lord bring ſhame upon you, but 
the Lord will appear to their Toy that 
bear his Word, and Tremble at it. 


G. F. 
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